
AL4N TUR1NG 
Cue Show Opening - Space Bar once 

Andrea enters stage in the middle of a phone conversation. 
Alan on stage opening a letter 1935. 

Andrea  (On the phone) 

(Passionately) To be recognised for my work! That’s my life’s goal.  

(Pause) 

I don’t want to write novels Mum! Famous people’s lives interest me. 

(Pause) 

And he reminds me of Ben. 

 That’s why I chose him. 

(Pause) 

How many times Mum! Don’t say that! Don’t use that word! (Pause) 

Have you ever thought that maybe Ben would still be alive if you hadn’t – 

(Pause) 

Look I need to prepare for the book reading tonight. I’ve got to go. 

(Pause) 

Yes, I know. Five years today. That’s why I chose this date, mum. That’s why. 

(Pause) 

Bye 

(Hangs up - then to herself as her mother) 

Good luck Andrea. Your father and I hope it goes well. We’re ever so proud of you! 

WOULD IT BE SO HARD??? 
 

Cue Music - A Winner A Fellow - Space Bar Twice 

(Facing a mirror) 

OK, let’s practice. 



Thank you all for coming along this evening. I am so excited to share with you all,  my 
biography on Alan Turing. Writing this book has truly been quite a roller coaster ride – No, 
God, no! (shakes her head) 

My brother was gay and took his own life five years ago and it broke my  …  

(stops herself and sighs) Maybe not. 

 (Takes a deep breath and tries again) 

Writing this book has made me question some of my own beliefs, decisions and even some of 
the actions I have taken in my life. 

I feel honoured that my work on Alan has been awarded the best biography of the year and 
I hope that you will gain an insight into this man’s incredible life, as I read sections from my 
book, and also excerpts of letters and academic papers  that he himself wrote. 

Before I start though, I’d like to ask you all, what does his name mean to you? (pause)  

A genius who cracked the Enigma code and helped bring World War 2 to an end? 

Alan 
(Letter in hand reading the stamp mark)16th March 1935 

Andrea 
A man who laid the ground work for artificial intelligence? 

Alan 
(Opening an envelope) 
King’s College Cambridge? 

Andrea 
The inventor of the modern day computer? Or perhaps posthumously a martyr for gay 
rights? 

Alan 
A fellow of King’s College Cambridge? 

Andrea 
What does his name mean to you? (pause)  

A Winner, A Fellow 

Andrea (A text message comes in as Andrea is getting ready) 

Siri read my message 

(Siri Voice Over) Sorry Andrea a train strike has stopped me getting to the book reading 
tonight. I’m totally gutted. Steve x  

BLOODY train strike. Some things haven’t changed so much in the 100 years since Alan 
was at school. A train strike almost prevented him from attending his first day at 
Sherborne School, but he decided to ride his bike 62 miles to get there! 

Why don’t you ride a bike Steve! It’s 5 miles! 



(Calms herself) 

Ok I’ll start with the school report story. That normally gets a laugh… 

Aged 14 in the Summer term of 1914 of Sherborne School, Alan’s School report was far 
from glowing.  

SCHOOL REPORT SONG 

Alan  
Sometimes it is the people who no one imagines anything of, who do the things that no one 
can imagine.  

Andrea 
Ok I need to get going! 

Umbrella, phone, purse, keys! Shit where are my Keys! 

Right after the school report….. 

As Alan neared the end of his school, his close friend Christopher Morcom died from 
complications of bovine tuberculosis.  

CUE SOUND  

Headmaster’s Voice: 

Turing, I’m afraid I have some bad news. It’s Morcom. You knew, of course, that he was not 
well. I’m afraid his health took a turn for the worse over the vacation. There was nothing 
that could be done for him. I’m sorry Turing. He will be greatly missed at Sherborne Turing, 
greatly missed. (pause)You will be all right Turing, won’t you? 

(pause) 

Alan  
Yes, sir. Of course, sir. 

Headmaster’s voice: Good lad. That’s by far the best way.  

(pause) 

Alan 
I might write to his mother … that is, if you think I ought, headmaster. 

Headmaster’s Voice: I think that would be quite all right, Turing, quite all right. Now, off you 
go. You wouldn’t want to be late for prep., would you? 

Andrea 
He continued to be in touch with Christopher’s mother for many years to come. And judging 
from the letters he wrote to her, I think he wanted to fulfil his own academic potential, in 
honour of his late friend. I truly can’t believe that he wrote the following letter at such a 
young age. 
 



Cue Lights - Dimmer with a hint of blue 

Alan 
Dear Mrs Morcom,  

I want to say how sorry I am about Chris. During the last year I worked with him 
continually and I am sure I could not have found anywhere another companion so brilliant 
and yet so charming and unconceited.  

I regarded my interest in my work and in such things as astronomy, to which he introduced 
me, as something to be shared with him  
 

Cue MUSIC - A Like Minded Friend - Space Bar Twice 

A Like Minded Friend 

and I think he felt a little the same about me.    Although that interest is partly gone I know 
I must put as much  energy if not as much interest into my work as if he were alive because 
that is what he would like me to do. I feel sure that you could not possibly have had a 
greater loss.  

Yours Sincerely, 
Alan Turing 

A Like Minded Friend 

Andrea (Waiting for a bus) 

Per ardua ad astra, through hard work to the stars. 

(Looks at watch) 

I’ll be late at this rate. Damn these strikes.  

Not only was Alan a fellow of Cambridge he was also offered a fellowship to study at 
Princeton University. Then I’ll read part of a letter Alan wrote to Ethel, his mother. 
 

Cue MUSIC - Princeton PHD- Space Bar once 

My Dear Mother, 

Alan 
(Writing a letter by hand) 

You have often asked me about the possible applications of various branches of 
mathematics. I have just discovered a possible application of the kind of thing I am working 
on at present. It answers the question "What is the most general kind of code or cipher 
possible", and ... enables one to construct a lot of particular and interesting codes. One of 
them is pretty well impossible to decode without the key and very quick to encode. I expect 
I could sell them to Her Majesty’s Government for quite a substantial sum, but am rather 
doubtful about the morality of such things. 



Yours, Alan 

Alan (Lines in the song) 

Dear Mother 

The mathematics department here comes fully up to expectations.  
There is a great number of the   most distinguished mathematicians here.  
Neuman, Weyl, Courant, Hardy, and Einstein. 

Yours, Alan 

A Princeton PHD 
Andrea  
Of course then I’ll  have to talk about Alan’s interest in numerical patterns. That’s an 
obvious link. 

God what if I get the Fibonacci series wrong! No, don’t be an idiot. You’ve spent  enough 
time on this after all … I expect no one would notice any way! 

Right so … 

Before World War 2 broke out, Alan was interested in various branches of mathematics. 
One topic of particular interest was how the Fibonacci series occurs in nature. For those of 
you not familiar with this sequence, each number is equal to the sum of the preceding two 
numbers: 0,1,1,2,3,5,8 … as 3 + 5 = 8 and then 8 + 5 = 13 and so on and so on. 

I’ve probably lost them by now… 

Alan spotted these numerical patterns in pine cones and sunflowers, aspects of nature that 
most of us just take at face value. And it made me think that we all view the world in such 
contrasting ways.  
 

Cue MUSIC - Underscore - Space Bar once 

Alan 
My Dear Mother 

I have been sent a notice of lecturers in mathematics to be appointed next term. Maurice 
and I are both putting in for it, though I don't suppose either of us will get it. 

At present I am working on my mathematical theory of embryology, which I think I 
described to you at one time. This is yielding to treatment, and it will so far as I can see, 
give satisfactory explanations of leaf arrangement, in particular the way the Fibonacci 
series comes to be involved. 

Yours Alan 

Cue MUSIC - Lost in An Intricate Maze - Space Bar once 

Lost In An Intricate Maze 



Andrea 

Oh God I have got to post Sarah’s birthday card today. 

(Pulls a letter out of her bag to post) 

Alan wrote so many letters. To friends, colleagues, his mum. 

Hmmmmm letters…. what are some of the most important letters ever written? That would 
be a great question to put to the audience.  

I know a few… 

Einstein wrote to America warning them about Germany.  

Martin Luther King wrote the "Letter from Birmingham Jail”. 

Oh and there was that note a kid wrote to Abraham Lincoln suggesting he should grow a 
beard to hide his long face. 

Cue MUSIC - Casino soundscape 

That could lead really well into the Casino Letter. 

One of Alan!s more light-hearted letters that amuses me is headed “Gambling System”. It 
was sent on paper embossed with King’s College Cambridge at the top. The correspondence 
featured equations to calculate the chances of winning at roulette.  

This letter was addressed to his friend Alfred Beutell.  

Beutell claimed he played the system in his youth at the Grand Casino Monte Carlo and was 
able to pay his way for a month on the French Riviera. But Alan was having none of it. 
 

Cue MUSIC - Spin The Wheel - Space Bar Twice 
 

Cue MUSIC - WW2 Soundscape - Space Bar Once 
Cue Lights - Crossfade to a red 

Soundscape - rain 
Andrea (putting umbrella up) 
I wouldn't mind being on the French Riviera myself right now. One more bus and I’m nearly 
there.  

Right, now the next thing I’ll say will be … on to World War Two.  

Returning to England not long before the outbreak of World War 2, Alan accepted a 
renewed fellowship at King!s College Cambridge. He also began part-time work at GCCS, the 
Government Code and Cypher School. 



What’s next?…. Bletchley… of course! 

As you probably know Alan Turing (with weight) played a pivotal role during World War 2. 
For most of the war he was based at Bletchley Park endeavouring to create a machine that 
would decipher the Nazi’s infamous enigma code. 

To put this task into perspective the Enigma machine could create approximately 15 billion 
billion settings for encrypting a message. And if this wasn’t daunting enough the German’s 
would also change the setting each day. 
  

Cue MUSIC - Cracking The Code - Space Bar Twice 

Cracking the Code - (Movement Piece) 

On 4 September 1939, the day after Britain declared war on Germany, Turing reported for 
duty at Bletchley Park and stepped up his work on Enigma. He would go on to lead the team 
named Hut 8, after the wooden hut in which it was initially based. 
 

Cue MUSIC - Need A Machine - Space Bar Once 

Need A Machine 

Andrea 
Most people have no idea how many lives Alan potentially saved. That’s something I HAVE 
to mention. 

The machine that Alan built at Bletchley Park, alongside thousands of other people working 
there, saved millions of lives, estimates vary between 7 and 21 million lives saved and it is 
estimated that he helped shorten World War II between 2-4 years. 
 

Cue Lights - crossfade back to a blue 

  
Andrea 
At Bletchley Park the atmosphere was surprisingly informal. First names were often used 
and even, sometimes, with commanding officers.  
 

Cue MUSIC - Secret Imitations -  as underscore - Space Bar Twice 

Secret Imitations 

Life at Bletchley was very secretive. The code breakers were not allowed to discuss their 
work with anybody.   

However as a homosexual man in the 1940’s, when it was still illegal to be gay, I have 
always felt that Alan had to carry the extra burden of personal secrets as well as 
professional. Surely this must have been quite a weight on his shoulders. 
 



Cue MUSIC - The Secrets We Keep - Space Bar Once 

The Secrets We Keep 
 

Cue Lights - Lights back up to well lit stage 

Andrea 
Some years after the war had ended, Alan published one of his most renowned papers, 
Computing Machinery and Intelligence. Alan had begun to imagine a world in which 
computers had such intelligence that a person would find it hard to tell if they were 
conversing with a human or a machine. So he devised the Imitation Game. 

Alan 
It is played with three people, a man, a woman, and an interrogator. The interrogator stays 
in a room apart from the other two. The object of the game for the interrogator is to 
determine which of the two is the man and which is the woman.  

The interrogator is allowed to put questions to A and B thus: 

Will X please tell me the length of his or her hair?  

Andrea  
The object in the game is for the man and woman to try and cause the interrogator to make 
the wrong identification. The man’s answer might therefore be: 

"My hair is shingled, and the longest strands are about nine inches long 

Alan 
What will happen when a machine takes the part of the man or the woman in this game?!# 

Will the interrogator decide wrongly as often when the game is played like this as he does 
when the game is played between a man and a woman?  

Cue MUSIC - Unable To Accept All This - Space Bar Twice 

Andrea 
This interrogation should take no longer than five minutes.   

If I were to play this game with an advanced machine or a form of artificial intelligence I 
think my questioning would focus on emotions or  interpretation of the arts. However 
perhaps a computer would give itself away by answering a complex maths question 
instantly.  

What would you ask? What would Alan ask? 

Unable To Accept All This 

Andrea  
(Looks at her watch) 
Shit I’m going to need to run… 



(Andrea starts running) 

Five minutes to get to the end of Charing Cross road.  

OK I can do this. Alan would run 40 miles to London, when he was needed for meetings.  

(Andrea takes a breather) 

Alan Turing was not just an intellectual but he was also a talented athlete. 

Turing also tried out for the 1948 British Olympic team but he was hampered by an injury. 
His time for the marathon was only 11 minutes slower than British silver medallist Thomas 
Richards' Olympic race time of 2 hours 35 minutes.  

Ben, my brother, he liked running too. He was always faster than me. He was always so 
proud when he won a race or brought a medal home … He always seemed to be such a 
success. That’s why it was so … why it is so difficult to believe that he took his own life …  

(pause) 

I hate running! Especially in the rain! 

Sometimes I like to imagine what Alan may have been thinking about when he was running 
… mile, after mile … after mile. 

(Andrea runs until Alan returns to stage) 
 

Cue MUSIC - Running - Space Bar Once 

Running 
Andrea 

Made it… Sod it let’s just get straight to the uncomfortable stuff! 

(Arriving flustered) 

(Andrea now addresses the audience directly) 
Thank you so much for coming out on a rainy London night during these train strikes as 
well. I'm here to talk to you about my biography on Alan Turing. 

Many people have asked me why I decided to write about Alan. It!s not an easy question for 
me to answer as it’s a painful reminder of my own brother, who I sadly lost too early.  

Alan suffered immensely due to his sexuality. Whilst my brother did not achieve anything 
of his magnitude, he was also a wonderful, talented, and kind man. (Pause) And he was gay.  

Together we grew up in a very religious family and sadly our parents refused to understand 
or support his sexuality. He was disowned by friends, family and others within the 
community.  

I wrote this book for all the people that have suffered for being homosexual. People like 
Alan and people like my brother. 



 

Cue MUSIC - I Chose Him - Space Bar Once 

I Chose Him 
Andrea 
One of the hardest and most heart-breaking parts of writing and researching Alan’s story 
was his trial for gross indecency in 1952.  

Can you believe that a man who saved so many British lives during World War 2, by 
assisting his government’s war efforts, was condemned as a criminal in a court of law, by 
the very same people.  

And what was his crime? Being attracted to men. I will forever feel sadness and anger  
thinking back on how Alan Turing was treated just for being who he was. An upstanding, 
high-achieving , forward thinking homosexual man. I wonder what else he may have given 
to humanity had he lived longer? 
 

Cue MUSIC - No Right - Space Bar Once 

Cue Lights - Two spotlights on Andrea and Alan - all else dark 

(Alan standing centre stage) (Andrea standing centre stage) 

No Right  
 

Cue Lights - Fade to black for the last ten seconds of the song 

Cue Lights -Lights up to a dimly lit room 

Andrea 
Within two years of his trial, Alan sadly died. He was discovered in bed with a half eaten 
apple beside him on June 7th 1954. The death certificate recorded suicide due to cyanide 
poisoning but his mother and some friends felt that his death may have been accidental.  

So I would like to conclude this book reading in the same manner I began it. With a letter 
from Alan… 

Cue MUSIC - Going Away - Space Bar Once 
Going Away 

Cue Lights - Fade to black for the last ten seconds of the song 

THE END


